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Nominees
ARCHERY
Makenya McCurdy - Meigs County

BASEBALL
Will Meadows - Meigs County 
Ollie Akens - McMinn County 

BASKETBALL (BOYS)
Samuel John Olsen, III - Christ’s Legacy
 Academy
Samuel Masingale - McMinn Central 
Hayden Frank - McMinn County

BASKETBALL (GIRLS)
Ansley Wade - Meigs County
Peytyn Oliver - McMinn County
Kellan Baker - McMinn Central

BOWLING (BOYS)
Chris Jones - McMinn County 

BOWLING (GIRLS)
Aaliyah Cagle - McMinn County 

CHEERLEADING
Kerilynn Gibson - McMinn Central 
Jayden Nevaeh Morris - McMinn County 

CROSS COUNTRY (BOYS)
Jake Sheffey - McMinn Central 
Tyler Bowers - McMinn County
Samuel John Olsen, III - Christ’s Legacy
 Academy

CROSS COUNTRY (GIRLS)
Mahalah Dollmont - McMinn Central 
Maggie Dugan - Christ’s Legacy Academy

DANCE
Jazmin Castillo - McMinn Central 
Keely Blair McDonald - McMinn County 

FOOTBALL
Will Meadows - Meigs County
Daegan Payne - McMinn Central
Bryce Goodner - McMinn County 

 GOLF (BOYS)
Josh Loveday - McMinn Central
James Atkins - McMinn County 
Bryce McKenzie - Meigs County

GOLF (GIRLS)
Kerrigan Klauber - McMinn Central
Karaline McCall - McMinn County
Madison Marie Bradford - Meigs County 

SOCCER (BOYS)
Gabe Kovach - McMinn County
Jake Franks - McMinn Central 

SOCCER (GIRLS)
Stonie Fox - McMinn Central
Sydnee Duncan - McMinn County 

SOFTBALL
Madison Hughes - Meigs County
Sammie Greeson - McMinn County 

SWIM (BOYS)
Brady Adams - McMinn County
Nate Selander - Christ’s Legacy
 Academy

SWIM (GIRLS)
Sarah Stansell - McMinn Central
Jade Lavariega - McMinn County

TENNIS (BOYS)
Alexander Schaumburg - Meigs County
Dewey Smith - McMinn Central
Tucker Monroe - McMinn County 

Sponsors

TENNIS (GIRLS)
Ansley Wade - Meigs County
Liberty Meadows - McMinn Central
Kylee Hockman - McMinn County 

TRACK (BOYS)
Micah Underdown - McMinn County
Nathan Crisp - McMinn Central
Samuel John Olsen, III - Christ’s Legacy
 Academy

TRACK (GIRLS)
Carsi Beaty - McMinn Central 
Sarah Olsen - Christ’s Legacy Academy

VOLLEYBALL
Ella Kate Scott - Meigs County
Maggie Miller - McMinn County
Lucy Davis - McMinn Central 

WRESTLING
Kyle Cooley - McMinn County 

2021
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Archery Student-Athlete of the Year

Overcoming difficulties to excel in athletics was 
part of what earned Meigs County High School’s 
Makenya McCurdy the Best of Preps award for 
archery. 

According to her nominator, “there is one word 
that comes to mind about this student – this stu-
dent is a fighter. She faces many struggles, from a 
personal, chronic disease to participating in two 
sports to family. She has persevered.”

McCurdy is a senior at Meigs who partici-
pates in both archery and volleyball. During her 

archery career, she has been a member of the 
2019 Tennessee State 3D archery championship 
team and qualified and competed in the NASP 
(National Archery in the Schools Program) IBO 3D 
Archery Championship. She was also a member 
of the inaugural volleyball team at Meigs and was 
part of the squad that finished fifth in the state 
tournament last season. 

In 8th grade, she was a “Looking for Lincoln” 
student, as well. 

When not competing in sports, McCurdy volun-

teers to hand out food in the community with the 
Meigs County Sheriff’s Department and volunteers 
at local fundraisers with the archery team. 

Throughout all this, she has battled a chronic 
digestive disease, according to her nominator. 

“She still makes it a point to be involved in two 
sports programs,” her nominator noted. “She is 
a fighter when it comes to being a better athlete 
physically and mentally. She disciplines herself to 
achieve better in herself and her teams. She is an 
encourager and a team player.”

Makenya 
McCurdy 

Meigs County High School



Will Meadows 

Meigs County High School
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E&E Manufacturing
Baseball Student-Athlete of the Year

Will Meadows has been named the 2021 Best of 
Preps Baseball winner. 

A senior at Meigs County High School, he is the 
son of Crystal and Gary Meadows of Decatur.

Meadows is a standout on the Tigers baseball 
team and also excels in the classroom with a 3.43 
grade point average and a weighted 3.5 GPA.

According to Meadows’ nominator, “he is an 
incredible athlete, excellent student and an out-
standing young man.”

Meadows is a four-year letterman on the base-
ball team and his nominator said he is “an excellent 
leader and very skilled player.”

Meadows helped lead the Tigers to a 24-win sea-
son as a freshman, when his team advanced to the 
Class 2-A substate game.

As a sophomore, Meadows helped lead his team 

to the region tournament. He was on pace to have 
a successful junior season, when he was projected 
as a preseason All-District 5-AA player, before the 
pandemic ended the team’s campaign.

“His skill and leadership gained him state recog-
nition as a freshman and sophomore as one of the 
top players for his grade level,” his nominator said. 
“He is the true definition of a student-athlete who 
has excelled at both academics and athletics and is 
a great representative of our school.”

Meadows was a member of the 2018 and 2019 
Tennessee Baseball Report Super Freshman-
Sophomore Team and was named to the preseason 
All-District 5-AA Team in both 2020 and 2021. He is 
a member of FCA and does several volunteer activi-
ties with youth programs. 

He has helped with the community’s youth 

sports programs by mentoring and coaching. He 
has also volunteered with the elementary schools’ 
Read Across America programs along with other 
student encouragement initiatives.

At the beginning of Meadows’ sophomore year, 
he suffered a severe sprain to his MCL and ACL. He 
could not exercise, other than his physical therapy 
and, as a result, increased his weight substantially.

“He knew he was not in the shape he needed to 
be healthy or to achieve the athletic goals he had 
set for himself,” explained his nominator. “He com-
pletely changed his lifestyle. He researched athletic 
diets, created a set workout schedule that included 
cardio, agilities and weightlifting. By following this 
routine and diet, he lost 45 pounds and became a 
very health-conscious person who has been able to 
achieve the athletic goals he set.”
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eemfg.com

2000 Tellico Avenue
Athens, TN 37303

(423) 649-1700

Congratulations

Will Meadows
Meigs County High School

Ollie Akens
McMinn County High School

to the

2021 Baseball Athletes 
for 

BEST OF PREPS!



Hayden Frank

McMinn County
High School
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Decatur McDonald’s
Boys’ Basketball Student-Athlete of the Year

Hayden Frank has been named the 2021 Best of 
Preps Boys’ Basketball winner. 

A senior at McMinn County High School, he is the 
son of Mike and Stephanie Frank of Riceville.

Frank is a standout on the Cherokees basketball 
team and has a grade point average of 3.96 and a 
weighted GPA of 4.06.

According to Frank’s nominator, he “is a Best of 
Preps nominee because of his maturity, leadership, 
character and overall excellence.

“There is nothing this young man does not attack 
with 100% effort,” his nominator continued. “This 
is evidenced by his excellence in the classroom and 
athletic fields. What these numbers and awards don’t 
tell is the character and caring he shows every day. 
He is a take-charge leader in all he does, but does it 
by inspiring his teammates and setting a high stan-

dard to follow, but at the same time, always has a 
hand, a word of encouragement, or just makes time 
to help his teammates and classmates around him.”

Frank’s nominator called him “one of the most 
respected students in our school by both students 
and faculty alike.”

Frank was named to the top 10% of his senior 
class, earned the A Honor Roll, has been named 
to the All-District 5-AAA and All-District 5-AAA 
Tournament teams, won MVP, Best Offense and 
Most Rebounds in 2021, Most Improved in 2020, was 
a permanent team captain in 2021, and earned a 
baseball scholarship to Lipscomb University.

Frank volunteered to be part of a disaster relief 
tornado cleanup over a two-week period. He is a 
member of FCA and DECA Club and is an active 
member of Central Baptist Church and its youth 

group. 
He attended Total Life Encounter for four years, 

instructed Vacation Bible School for four years, was a 
counselor for four years during the summer at Camp 
Cherokee and participated in the Athens Friendly 
Fellow Food Drive for four years. He has also vol-
unteered for various clean-up and service projects 
around the school, CarrieOn Field Day, Sparkle Days, 
etc.

Frank’s nominator noted all he has overcome 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. He is a two-sport 
athlete in baseball and basketball and also found 
ways to contribute to his school and community.

“I personally think it shows a great amount of 
dedication, caring and time management skills to do 
all these things while in the midst of a pandemic the 
past 12 months,” stated Frank’s nominator.
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Kellan Baker 

McMinn Central
 High School
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Resolute Forest Products
Girls’ Basketball Student-Athlete of the Year

Kellan Baker has received the 2021 Best of 
Preps Girls’ Basketball award. 

A junior at McMinn Central High School, she 
is the daughter of Justin and Karen Baker.

Baker is a standout on the Chargerettes 
basketball team and has a 4.0 weighted grade 
point average.

According to Baker’s nominator, “she is an 
outstanding Christian example for her team 
and her school. She is a true student-athlete. 
She always gives her all on the court, as well as 
in the classroom.”

Baker has earned top 10% of her class, 
Biology Award, Physics Award, Chemistry 
Award, played in the state soccer tourna-
ment, was named to the All-District Basketball 
Tournament Team in 2020 and 2021, was on the 
All-District Basketball Team in 2020 and 2021, 
and was All-Region in basketball in 2020 and 
2021. 

She competed at state in the high jump in 
2019, was named to The Daily Post-Athenian’s 
All-Area Team in 2018 and 2019, was on the 
basketball region champion team in 2019, 

was a Teen Board presentee in 2021, has been 
named SouthEast Bank Athlete of the Week, 
and was a 2020 DPA Best of Preps winner in 
basketball and soccer.

Baker volunteers with the Community Action 
Group of Englewood (CAGE), is on the Hands of 
Praise Team at Englewood First Baptist Church, 
participated in Operation Christmas Child, 
has taken mission trips with Englewood First 
Baptist, and is a member of her school’s Anchor 
Club, Pep Club, FCA vice president, and serves 
on Student Council.
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Congratulations
2021 Best of Preps
Student-Athletes

Peytyn Oliver
McMinn County High School

Ansley Wade
Meigs County High School

Kellan Baker
McMinn Central High School



Chris Jones 

McMinn County
High School
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Classic Lanes
Boys’ Bowling Student-Athlete of the Year

Chris Jones has been named the 2021 Best 
of Preps Boys’ Bowler of the Year. 

A senior at McMinn County High School, 
he is the son of Jennifer and Mark Jones of 
Athens.

Jones is a standout on the Cherokees’ bowl-
ing team and has a weighted grade point aver-

age of 2.829.
According to Jones’ nominator, he “has 

been a leader and an excellent example for all 
our athletes. His moral character is beyond 
reproach. He is one of our best bowlers and 
has great flexibility and agility.”

Jones has four years of perfect attendance 

and is a first-team All-District bowler with 
an average of 175.2, a high game of 238 and a 
high series of 603.

Jones has volunteered his time for tornado 
relief and four years with the Friendly Fellow 
Food Drive and plays on the Cherokees bas-
ketball team.
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Aaliyah Cagle

McMinn County
High School
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Classic Lanes
Girls’ Bowling Student-Athlete of the Year

Aaliyah Cagle has earned the 2021 Best of 
Preps Girls’ Bowler of the Year award. 

A senior at McMinn County High School, she 
is the daughter of Jason and Christen Cagle of 
Sweetwater.

Cagle is a standout on the Cherokees’ bowling 

team and has a 3.5 weighted grade point average.
According to Cagle’s nominator, she has 

“excelled academically, morally and athletically,” 
displays “sportsmanship and character,” and 
“has been an excellent example to her fellow 
athletes.”

Cagle was named to the All-District 5 Bowling 
Team with a high game of 202 and a high series 
of 446.

Cagle has volunteered to be part of tornado 
relief and also plays on the Lady Cherokees soft-
ball team.
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Nevaeh Morris

McMinn County
High School
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Cheerleading Student-Athlete of the Year

Jayden Nevaeh Morris has been named the 
2021 Best of Preps Cheerleader of the Year. 

A senior at McMinn County High School, she 
is the daughter of Kimberly and Dexter Morris 
of Riceville.

Morris is a standout on the Cherokees’ 
cheerleading squad and has a grade point aver-
age of 4.0 and a weighted GPA of 4.28.

According to Morris’ nominator, she is being 
recognized for “her athletic ability, leadership 
skills and determination to build the team for 
success.”

Morris has been a member of the varsity 
cheerleading team for three years. She served 
as captain of the cheer squad her senior year. 

She was responsible for choreographing rou-
tines, planning practices, ensuring team moral 
stayed high and organizing uniform schedules. 

“She did all this exceptionally well, while 
maintaining a job and excelling in school,” said 
her nominator. “She is not the type of leader 
who dictates, but rather, she leads by example.”

Morris volunteered last spring during the 
pandemic at Ingleside School packing and 

delivering meals to the community. She is 
a member of Mu Alpha Theta, FCA, FCCLA, 
National Honors Society, J-Teens, Life Skills 
and FCCLA.

She has dual enrollment for Middle 
Tennessee State University and was voted Best 
Dressed by her senior class. She was named 
Southeast Student of the Month for February.

“COVID caused our seniors to have an unfor-
tunate year, however, you will never hear this 
student complain or use it as an excuse,” stated 
Morris’ nominator.



Samuel John
Olsen, III

Christ’s Legacy Academy
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Boys’ Cross Country Student-Athlete of the Year
An attempt to get ready for basketball season 

led to success in a completely different sport for 
Samuel John Olsen III. 

Olsen has been named the Best of Preps win-
ner for boys’ cross country. 

The senior at Christ’s Legacy Academy initially 
only began running, according to his nominator, 
in order to keep in shape for basketball season. 

However, that exercise led to success as he has 
become a leader on the cross country team for 
three years and has signed to run in college. 

Olsen is a three-sport athlete at CLA – basket-
ball, cross country and track – who is described 
by his nominator as having “good character that 
the rest of the team appreciates. He works with 

determination and strives to improve at each 
meet. He is a good example to the team during 
competition and how to be a team player in prac-
tice.”

During his athletic career in high school, Olsen 
has been selected as the school basketball MVP 
two years and was selected for the all-conference 
team. He also finished in the top 17 at the state 
cross country sectional. 

He has earned multiple medals in community 
and charity 5Ks as well as in a team triathlon. 

Outside of sports, Olsen has received the 
school-wide service award for two years, earned 
second place in the school’s science fair and is 
the eldest child in a large family. 

He volunteers regularly with his church on the 
set-up team and in children’s ministry and par-
ticipates in the youth group, as well. 

His community service projects have includ-
ed working with Coordinated Charities’ ware-
house, Grace and Mercy Ministries and Helping 
Hands. He has also worked to clean up the school 
grounds and done tornado clean-up work. 

He has logged more than 100 hours of commu-
nity service in high school. 

Olsen is a school club president, a member of 
the National Honor Society, the foreman for the 
school business building project and he has held 
jobs at a dairy farm as well as in carpentry and 
landscaping.



Maggie Dugan

Christ’s Legacy Academy
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Girls’ Cross Country Student-Athlete of the Year
Maggie Dugan, a junior at Christ’s Legacy 

Academy, has been named the 2021 Best of 
Preps Girls’ Cross Country Athlete of the Year.

Dugan currently holds a 4.0 grade point 
average. 

According to her nominator, this stu-
dent-athlete is “the epitome of putting in the 
hard work to improve over multiple years. 
She is an encourager to her teammates and a 
steady example of one who diligently trains.”

Dugan has shaved more than five minutes 
off her personal record in the past two sea-
sons, with nearly a 90-second improvement in 
the last month of this last season on the same 
course. 

She has strong character in all areas of life, 

her nominator said.
Dugan participates in community service 

opportunities through school clubs. She has 
volunteered in the Coordinated Charities 
Warehouse, at Grace and Mercy serving for 
fundraising events, for tornado clean-up and 
cleaning Athens Regional Park. Dugan had a 
role in the school drama and is the art designer 
for the school business.

Dugan has also been a student government 
officer and a videographer for the school bas-
ketball teams. She has provided art work for 
school advertising and has also worked in a 
business office doing bookkeeping.

Dugan is also a member of the CLA track 
team.

Dugan has received several awards at school: 
Art awards, math award, science awards, his-
tory award, selected for the school Math Fest 
team and placed in math Fest. 

Dugan runs multiple local and charity 5K 
events and usually medals in those. Dugan also 
finished in the top 15 at the sectional qualifiers 
for the state cross country meet.

One challenge Dugan has overcome is having 
struggled with a recurrent calf injury for several 
years. She has persevered through four cross 
country seasons through stretching before and 
after runs and typically runs five to six days a 
week both in season and out.

Dugan is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. James 
L. Dugan II.
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Maggie Dugan
Christ’s Legacy Academy

Cross Country Athlete Winner

Congratulations



Jazmin Castillo

McMinn Central
High School
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Hubbell Power Systems
Dance Student-Athlete of the Year

Jazmin Castillo, a senior at McMinn Central 
High School, has been named the 2021 Best of 
Preps Dancer of the Year.

Castillo has earned a 3.306 grade point aver-
age. 

She was awarded a captain position this year 
and has become an inspiration to the underclass 
teammates, her nominator said. According to her 
nominator, she is the first one to make sure that 
everyone has what they need for a performance 
and, if they do not, she goes out and buys it for 
them herself with her own money.

According to her nominator, Castillo is an 
advocate of the ones that don’t always fit in, mak-
ing sure they feel included, and encourages them 
to come out of their shell and participate.

Her nominator noted that Castillo has far 
surpassed expectations and is one of the stron-
gest leaders the dance team has had. She smiles 
through all the pain she has endured over the last 
two years and prays for each and every girl. 

The list of volunteer work, community service 
and extracurricular activities is extensive for 
Castillo. As a freshman, Castillo was volunteer 
for packing of food baskets, volunteer at Vacation 

Bible School, volunteer for Relay for Life events, 
volunteer dance instructor at a local dance studio 
for preschool, volunteer to assist with Family day 
at a local manufacturing company, purchased 
and distributed Christmas gifts for underprivi-
leged children, volunteer at Halloween festivi-
ties and local Easter egg hunts, participated in 
Christmas plays with youth group and volunteer 
babysitter for Mother’s Day Out events.

As a sophomore, Castillo was an instructor at 
Youth Dance Camp, volunteer at Vacation Bible 
School, volunteer for packing of food baskets, 
volunteer for Relay for Life events, volunteer 
dance instructor at a local dance studio for pre-
school, volunteer to assist with Family day at a 
local manufacturing company, purchased and 
distributed Christmas gifts for underprivileged 
children, volunteer at Halloween festivities and 
local Easter egg hunts, participated in Christmas 
plays with youth group, on top of assisting with 
the care of her father.

Castillo continued to assist with the care of her 
father her junior year, and was also an instructor 
at Youth Dance Camp, volunteer at youth group, 
with painting classes, Volunteer Dance Instructor 

at a local dance studio for preschool, did Adopt a 
Senior Program through youth group and was a 
volunteer babysitter for families in need.

COVID-19 significantly hindered the ability to 
assist with volunteer activities, but Castillo man-
aged to participate in the Adopt A Senior pro-
gram, calling and checking in on the local seniors 
to take groceries or whatever may be needed. She 
also visits with her grandmother daily and assists 
with her care.

Castillo was a member of Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (FCA) freshman through junior 
year and was in the Pep Club all four years.

Challenges are an understatement for Castillo. 
According to her nominator, she has battled 

learning disabilities all her life and her father 
was diagnosed with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) – 
she was destroyed, as her father was her biggest 
cheerleader at the performances. 

In October 2019, Castillo lost her grandfa-
ther and then on March 1, 2020, her junior year, 
Castillo stood by her father’s bedside as he took 
his last breath. 

Castillo is the daughter of Susan Castillo and 
the late Loui Castillo.
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Jazmin 
Castillo

McMinn Central High School

Congratulations 



Bryce Goodner

McMinn County
High School
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Clayton Homes of Athens
Football Student-Athlete of the Year

Bryce Goodner, a McMinn County High School 
senior, has been named the 2021 Best of Preps 
Football Player of the Year.

Goodner, a guard on the Cherokees’ offensive 
line, has a 4.06 weighted grade point average. He 
has been a team leader since the beginning and 
got his first start as a freshman against Maryville. 

According to his nominator, Goodner is a great 
leader on the football team, a team captain and an 
FCA huddle leader. His nominator also noted that 
he is a very humble person with great rapport with 

teammates and teachers.
Other extracurricular activities and volunteer 

work Goodner has done includes distribution of 
Friendly Fellow food boxes at Christmas, distribu-
tion of food boxes at the YMCA and church food 
drives.

Goodner, who is headed to Virginia Tech to 
play college football, was named the Region 2-6A 
Lineman of the Year in 2019 and 2020. He was 
named All-Region First Team in 2018 and All-State 
in 2019 and 2020.

Goodner has also been named to The Daily 
Post-Athenian All-Area Team, the Best of Preps in 
the Chattanooga Time Free-Press, the PrepXtra 
First Team and the 5-Star Preps First Team.

A personal challenge came for Goodner when 
his sister was diagnosed with Stage 4 T-Cell 
Lymphoma before his junior year. He played with 
a heavy heart with the backing of his teammates, 
according to his nominator.

Goodner is the son of Blake Goodner and Dana 
Coffman and the stepson of Justin Coffman.
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*Gift card offer available only at participating Clayton 
Homes retailers and only available with the purchase of 
a new home. Retail purchase agreement for a new home 
must be signed, during January 1, 2021 through December 
31, 2021 and this ad must be presented at signing to be eli-

gible for offer. Offer not available with USDA/FHA/VA financing. Promotion only available at the Clayton Homes retailer 
where the new home was purchased. Gift card amount is based on the number of sections comprising the home 
purchased, actual total value of gift card not to exceed $1,500. Gift card available in the following amounts: $500 
with the purchase of a single-section home, $1,000 with the purchase of a double-section home and $1,500 with the 
purchase of a triple-section home. Allow 4-6 weeks after the home purchase has been completed and all conditions 
of the sale are satisfied to receive the gift card. Gift card will be a VISA® prepaid debit card, will be delivered to 
recipient either in person or by mail and will be issued in the name of the primary buyer listed on the home purchase 
agreement. Offer cannot be transferred and cannot be combined with any other offers. Limit one (1) gift card per new 
home purchase. VISA debit card is subject to all terms and conditions set forth on the card, including the expiration 
date, and also to all terms and conditions set forth in the issuer’s Cardholder Agreement. VISA debit cards are issued 
by MetaBank® pursuant to a license from VISA U.S.A. Void where probited by law.



Bryce McKenzie

Meigs County
High School
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Springbrook Golf & Country Club
Boys’ Golf Student-Athlete of the Year

Bryce McKenzie, a senior at Meigs County High 
School, has been named the 2021 Best of Preps 
Boys’ Golfer of the Year.

McKenzie holds a 4.0 unweighted grade point 
average. McKenzie is described as a young man of 
exceptional character. 

He has been a lettering member of the golf 
team for all four years of high school. He had a few 
setbacks this past year, but according to his nom-
inator, he is a person who does not settle, instead 
constantly and consistently strives for more. 

His nominator noted that he exemplifies what a 
leader and student-athlete should be and that he is 
dedicated, hardworking, dependable and respected 
by his peers.

McKenzie’s volunteer work consists of National 
FFA, youth intern for the Chamber of Commerce, 
The Boys and Girls Club, Union Grove Baptist 
Church Youth Group, FCA and he provides lawn 

service for elders in his community. His extracurric-
ular activities include National honors Society, Mu 
Alpha Theta treasurer, Student Council president, 
FFA chapter president, East Tennessee Regional 
FFA treasurer, FCA Huddle Leader, Spanish Club, 
History Club, Calculus Club, 21 and Above Club, 
tutor, choir, member of Bass Leadership, hand bells 
and concert assistant. 

He also enjoys hunting, hiking and traveling. 
Along with managing his athletic and academic 
rigor, he works 20+ hours a week.

McKenzie’s achievements during his high school 
career include the A Honor Roll, valedictorian, Mr. 
MCHS, highest ACT award, state FFA degree, two-
time Student-Athlete of the Month, Best Dressed, 
Tennessee Boys State delegate, Washington 
Leadership Conference delegate, Farm Bureau 
Leadership Conference delegate, Tennessee Electric 
Energy Cooperative Washington Youth Tour dele-

gate, Ohio State University IBELIEVE Leadership 
Conference delegate and United State Naval 
Academy Summer Seminar delegate.

A challenge for McKenzie came in 2016, accord-
ing to his nominator, when his mother was diag-
nosed with Stage IV colon cancer. 

“No one knew what was to come, but at that 
time, he had no doubt that his purpose was to hold 
his family together,” his nominator said. “He had 
to be brave not only for his family, but also himself. 
That experience helped him realize serving a pur-
pose greater than himself would benefit both the 
people he wanted so much to help and himself.” 

As cancer challenged his family, he had to be his 
mother’s encouragement and reason to fight and it 
has now been four years and his mother remains in 
remission. 

McKenzie is the son of Mike and Michele 
McKenzie.
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123 Country Club Lane • Niota • (423) 568-2215 • www.springbrookgcc.com

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIPS
 Gain the use of club facilities for any meetings,
banquets, training, retreats, etc that you might need 
at a great monthly rate. 
 We also have the ability to host your company
golf leagues, tournaments, and provide you with 
personalized apparel for your corporation. 
 Whether you are a large business or small
we have something to fit your needs! 
 Onsite lunch catering available for your meeting 
held within the office.
 Corporate Cards allows you the ability to promote 
your business to clients and treat your employees
to the benefits Springbrook offers you.

MEETING SPACE
 We have rooms to fit all size meetings, banquets 
and parties.

What We Have
To Offer SPECIAL EVENTS

Our space allows for us to be able to host:
• Wedding Receptions
• Rehearsal Dinners
• Birthday Parties
• Anniversary Parties
• Girls Night
• Any Special Event Need

GOLF COURSE
• Employee Golf Leagues
• Corporate Tournaments
• Benefit Tournaments
• Corporate Logo Merchandise
• Golf Clinics

We pride ourselves on giving excellent service here 
at Springbrook. We also take pride in the fact that we 
can offer great services to you at unbeatable prices. 

Please feel free to contact us
for all your golf and catering needs.
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Springbrook Golf & Country Club
Girls’ Golf Student-Athlete of the Year

Kerigan Klauber, a junior at McMinn Central 
High School, has been named the 2021 Best of 
Preps Girls’ Golfer of the Year.

Klauber holds a 4.0 grade point average and is 
described as a wonderful athlete and wonderful 
young lady. 

According to her nominator, she is always 
polite and respectful, a joy to be around and a 
really good golfer and she is also a very humble 

and kind-hearted young lady.
Some of the volunteer work and extracurric-

ular activities Klauber is involved in includes 
Total Life Encounters at Central Baptist Church, 
a volunteer at The First Tee for kids during the 
summer and a volunteer for the food packing at 
the Keith Methodist Church food pantry.

Klauber finished 10th in this year’s TSSAA 
Small Class State Golf Tournament. She has 

been the district gold medalist all three years so 
far and has been region runner-up the last two 
years. 

Klauber holds the Central girls’ golf record 
for lowest nine-hole score, having shot 36 twice 
this year. Klauber was also fifth place in the City 
Prep Tournament with a 77 score.

Klauber is the daughter of Rob and Heather 
Klauber.
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123 Country Club Lane • Niota

(423) 568-2215
www.springbrookgcc.com

Enjoy Golf 
At Its 
Finest!

• 18 Hole Regulation Length Course
• Beautiful Wooded Landscape
• Well Manicured Greens
  AU Victory Bent
• Pro Shop
• Swimming Pool 
• Bar & Grill

Contact us
for all your

golf and
catering

needs

Congratulations
to all

Golf Student 
Athletes!
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DENSO Manufacturing
Boys’ Soccer Student-Athlete of the Year

A couple of lost seasons due to a medical issue 
and COVID-19 didn’t stop Gabe Kovach from earn-
ing the Best of Preps award in boys’ soccer. 

The McMinn County High School senior missed 
his sophomore year of soccer due to brain surgery 
to deal with a birth defect and then his junior year 
was cut short due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, he overcame those obstacles to excel his 
senior season. 

“This student has persevered through major 

medical issues to be one of the team captains,” 
his nominator said. “His unwavering dedication 
to soccer and to get the most from his talents and 
abilities has served as an inspiration to the entire 
team.”

Outside of sports, Kovach has earned a 4.0 
or better grade point average all three years in 
high school, was top 10% of his class his fresh-
man and sophomore years, won second place in 
the Optimist Club’s essay contest his freshman 

year, was the STEM Fair high school and coun-
ty-wide winner, earned a 2020 Best of Preps award 
and was named the Elks Teen of the Month for 
September in his senior year. 

His charitable acts include packing Christmas 
boxes with the Friendly Fellow Club and keeping 
nursery at his home church. He is also a member 
of Mu Alpha Theta and National Honors Society. 

“This student-athlete is very community mind-
ed,” his nominator noted.
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Gondolier Pizza & Steak House
Girls’ Soccer Student-Athlete of the Year

McMinn County soccer player Sydnee Duncan 
has found success on and off the field.

Those successes have led to her being awarded 
the Best of Preps award in girls’ soccer. 

Duncan, a senior on the McMinn County 
High School soccer team, has many on-the-field 
achievements. Those include District Midfield 
MVP, first team All-Region, All-State midfielder, a 
two-year team captain and first team All-District 
for two years. 

The Lady Cherokees have won the district three 
times with Duncan on the team, are two-time 

region champions and made an appearance in the 
state tournament her senior year.

In terms of academics, Duncan won the math, 
science and history awards her junior year and has 
been a A-Honor roll student every semester with a 
4.0 GPA (4.5 Weighted GPA).

“This athlete is a Best of Prep nominee because 
of her success both on and off the field,” her 
nominator said. “She is well-respected, hard-
working and a perfectionist. There is not a better 
student-athlete in her sport that performs on the 
field and the classroom like this one.”

Duncan has had obstacles to overcome, includ-
ing the divorce of her parents while she was grow-
ing up. 

“This is a circumstance that will lead children 
to struggle in athletics and academics far too 
often,” the athlete’s nominator said. “She lacked 
the father figure in a lot of her life and missed the 
push from him to achieve on the field and in the 
classroom. However, this nominee was able to find 
self-motivation to become a better player and a 
student, which has earned her the opportunity to 
play in college.”
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Monday-Sunday 11am-10pm
2241 Congress Parkway • Athens, TN

•Dine-In •Carry Out

Daily Lunch Specials: 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

745-5303

The Gondolier
Pizza & Steak House

Congratulations
to all

Girls Soccer 
Athletes

We appreciate
all of our

customers and work 
diligently to keep 
everyone happy

and healthy.



Madison
Hughes

Meigs County
High School

Page A30 – The Daily Post-Athenian, “Best of Preps”, Friday, May 14, 2021 http://www.dailypostathenian.com

The Daily Post-Athenian
Softball Student-Athlete of the Year

Meigs County High School softball player 
Madison Hughes has used hard work and a great 
attitude to achieve great things on and off the 
field.

Those attributes have also led her to being 
named the Best of Preps award winner in soft-
ball. 

Hughes has been a four-year member of the 
Lady Tigers and Meigs has gone 54-20 in those 
four years, including a state championship her 
freshman year.

“Madison is a coach’s dream,” her nominator 
said. “She will do her absolute best to do what 
is asked of her, including being a great leader to 
the younger players. She is a three-year starter. 

Madison carries over her great attitude where 
she is a model student.”

Hughes carries a 3.5 GPA and earned a merit 
scholarship to Tennessee Wesleyan University 
and is a member of the National Honor Society 
for Criminal Justice.

Hughes was also voted the 2020 Homecoming 
Queen by the student body and is a member 
of the 21 and Above Club on the ACT. She is 
already on the Dean’s List at Cleveland State 
(dual enrollment).

Hughes has achieved her success despite los-
ing both of her grandparents in the past year, 
which the nominator said created an emotional 
hardship for her.

“Despite that she still was able to focus on 
her goals and maintain her academic status. She 
also has continued working toward her athletic 
goals,” her nominator noted. 

Her nominator said Hughes is as good a per-
son as she is a player or a student, noting that 
Hughes volunteers to help out with youth soft-
ball, has participated in raising money for the 
American Cancer Society and commits her extra 
time to helping youth, younger and older, with 
academic studies.

“I have never heard a negative word spoken 
about her, from her peers or her teachers. She 
is a wonderful selection as the 2021 Meigs High 
School Best of Preps representative.”
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206 W. Washington Avenue, Athens

423-745-5664
www.dailypostathenian.com

Madison Hughes - Meigs County High School
Sammie Greeson - McMinn County High School

WINNER:

Madison Hughes

Congratulations
2021 Nominees

for
Softball
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Dynasty Spas
Boys’ Swimming Student-Athlete of the Year

To say Brady Adams is a good swimmer is a 
massive understatement. 

But to be as good as he is and still be as 
well-rounded as he is in all aspects of life is the 
remarkable thing about the McMinn County 
High School senior.

It has also led to him being awarded the Best 
of Preps award in boys’ swimming. 

Adams is or has been a member of the high 
school swim team, the Sea Dragons Swim Team, 
the McCallie Swim team, McMinn soccer team, 
McMinn cross country team, Waterdogs swim 
team, the Outdoor Club and Mu Alpha Theta. He 
is a two-time swim team captain and the 2019-

2020 swim team MVP.
“This swimmer is an outstanding leader in 

and out of the pool,” his nominator said. “He 
excels in the people, the classroom, various 
extracurricular activities and has a long history 
of service in the community. He has dedicated 
the majority of his young life to the sport and 
has a long list of swimming achievements over 
the years.”

Adams was the winner of the 2019 Athens-
McMinn Family YMCA Youth of the Year Award.

Adams has also been part of numerous youth 
groups, a bible study group, Animal Aid and 
other charitable and community groups.

Despite that, he has excelled in the classroom 
where he has been in the Honor Roll, in the top 
10% of his class and a member of the National 
Honor Society. 

Adams sports a 4.0 GPA (4.18 weighted GPA).
“This swimmer has juggled a tremendous 

amount in his senior year,” his nominator said. 
“The year was already a challenge due to COVID 
and he has managed to thrive in school, sports 
and community service, all while managing a 
demanding part-time job at the Athens-McMinn 
Family YMCA. This swimmer has a great atti-
tude, drive and motivation, and an incredibly 
bright future.”
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Dynasty Spas
Girls’ Swimming Student-Athlete of the Year

Many athletes might struggle to stay afloat 
with with all the activities McMinn Central High 
School swimmer Sarah Stansell participates in, 
but Stansell has managed to excel.

That has helped lead her to becoming the win-
ner of the Best of Preps award in girls’ swimming. 

“This swimmer is a tremendous leader in and 
out of the pool,” Stansell’s nominator said. “Her 
team spirit is unmatched and she is a tremen-
dous example for her younger teammates. She 
works hard and shows tremendous dedication to 
her team.

“She is always encouraging to her fellow swim-
mers. She is an excellent student and is involved 

in many extracurricular activities and community 
service work. She is an asset to our team.”

Stansell participates in numerous non-ath-
letic organizations, such as Linguistics Club, 
Cultural Outreach, Chorus, Drama Club and 
Student Council. She is also the founder for 
Chargers for Christ. 

Stansell also is part of the high school swim 
team, the Sea Dragons swim team and the track 
team. 

The number of awards Stansell has earned 
is also impressive, including the Fritz Grater 
Swimming Award in 2020, being an MTSU 
Linguistics Olympiad in 2018 and 2019, the 

2017 Swim League High Point winner in 2018, 
the 2020 Cornerstone Music award and the 
2021 McMinn Swim Team Spirit Award winner. 

Stansell also carries a 3.96 GPA despite all 
the various clubs and activities she takes part 
in, and dealing with COVID as well.

“This swimmer persevered in a difficult 
year,” her nominator said. “She managed 
sports, school, service work, clubs and extra 
activities and a part-time job all while thriving 
at all of the above. She has the best positive 
attitude and outlook and is the most support-
ive teammate. She is extremely valuable to our 
team.”
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Boys’ Tennis Student-Athlete of the Year

Meigs County High School tennis player Alex 
Schaumburg not only has participated in numer-
ous sports, but has helped his community in sev-
eral ways.

That led him to being awarded the Best of Preps 
award in boys’ tennis. 

“This player has a good heart,” Schaumburg’s 
nominator said. “He is always there to help others 
and grow as a teammate. He has been playing ten-
nis for three years and being a three-sport athlete 
he still keep his good grades and works when not 

playing sports. He is a good friend to others, his 
sibling, and son to his parents. He puts in the hard 
work and dedication to anything he does.”

Schaumburg has been a volunteer firefighter 
in Meigs County District 5 for three years. He cre-
ates and distributes gift bags for a nursing home 
in Athens for Christmas. He also enjoys hunting, 
being on the lake, being near bonfires with friends 
and practicing sports. He is a member of the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes.

Schaumburg has been awarded letters in ten-

nis, golf and basketball. He won the Patriots Pen 
Youth Essay Writing Contest and has achieved the 
A&B honor roll every year. He holds a 3.45 GPA.

“He has given up a lot to be able to play ten-
nis,” his nominator said. “While all his friends are 
having fun, he is practicing every day to bet bet-
ter. Many family trips have to be planned around 
his sports schedule. He started playing tennis his 
freshman year and loves tennis. Hard work and 
determination are hard to find in young people 
nowadays. This student has both.”



Ansley Wade

Meigs County
High School
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Girls’ Tennis Student-Athlete of the Year

Meigs County High School tennis player 
Ansley Wade has aced life so far.

Not only has she been part of the Meigs 
County’s tennis, basketball and volleyball teams, 
she also is a member of the National Honor 
Society, a leader of her high school FCA Huddle 
group, participates in events and volunteer work 
and volunteers at the local Boys and Girls Club.

All that led her to being named the Best of 
Preps winner in girls’ tennis. 

It is Wade’s “hard work ethic as well as success 
in tennis that led her nominator to suggest her 
for the award. 

“Not only is she actively involved in tennis 
and the the highest placing seed on the team, 
she also is part of the varsity basketball and vol-

leyball teams and went to the state tournament 
in both,” her nominator added. “She has man-
aged to be at the top in every sport she plays 
while maintaining a perfect GPA throughout 
high school, where she took all advanced and 
dual enrollment classes. 

“Above all, she enjoys what she does and 
looks for every opportunity to show off her com-
petitive nature and win as many matches and 
titles as possible.”

Holding a 4.0 GPA, Wade is fifth in her 2021 
graduating class, she was part of the 2019 
District 5 team championship in tennis, the 
2019 TSSAA District 5-AA MVP in basketball 
and part of the district, region and sectional 
champions in volleyball. She was also part of the 

district, regional and sectional championship in 
basketball and district runner-up in tennis. 

“This student-athlete has had the oppor-
tunity to play every sport she has wanted to 
throughout high school,” Wade’s nominator 
said. “However, not only is she an excellent stu-
dent-athlete, but she is an extremely hard work-
er and regards her school work very highly as 
she has maintained a 4.0 GA throughout. Also, 
she has fought through several minor injuries 
as most athletes have, but has always bounced 
right back eager and ready to play again. Lastly, 
she, no matter the circumstance, tries her best 
to keep her composure and keep a positive 
attitude, which is contagious to the rest of the 
team.”



Samuel John
Olsen, III

Christ’s Legacy Academy
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McMinn Farmers Mutual Insurance
Boys’ Track Student-Athlete of the Year

An attempt to get ready for basketball season 
led to success in a completely different sport 
for Samuel John Olsen III. 

Olsen has been named the Best of Preps win-
ner for boys’ track. 

The senior at Christ’s Legacy Academy ini-
tially only began running, according to his 
nominator, in order to keep in shape for bas-
ketball season. 

However, that exercise led to success as he 
has become a leader on the track team for 
three years and has signed to run in college. 

Olsen is a three-sport athlete at CLA – bas-
ketball, cross country and track – who is 
described by his nominator as having “good 
character that the rest of the team appreciates. 

He works with determination and strives to 
improve at each meet. He is a good example to 
the team during competition and how to be a 
team player in practice.”

During his athletic career in high school, 
Olsen has been selected as the school basket-
ball MVP two years and was selected for the 
all-conference team. He also finished in the top 
17 at the state cross country sectional. 

He has earned multiple medals in commu-
nity and charity 5Ks as well as in a team triath-
lon. 

Outside of sports, Olsen has received the 
school-wide service award for two years, 
earned second place in the school’s science fair 
and is the eldest child in a large family. 

He volunteers regularly with his church on 
the set-up team and in children’s ministry and 
participates in the youth group, as well. 

His community service projects have includ-
ed working with Coordinated Charities’ ware-
house, Grace and Mercy Ministries and Helping 
Hands. He has also worked to clean up the 
school grounds and done tornado clean-up 
work. 

He has logged more than 100 hours of com-
munity service in high school. 

Olsen is a school club president, a member 
of the National Honor Society, the foreman for 
the school business building project and he has 
held jobs at a dairy farm as well as in carpentry 
and landscaping.
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McMinn Farmers Mutual Insurance
Girls’ Track Student-Athlete of the Year

A passion for one sport developed from prepa-
ration for another for Sarah Olsen. 

The junior at Christ’s Legacy Academy has 
been named the Best of Preps award winner for 
girls’ track. 

According to her nominator, Olsen was run-
ning in order to get in shape for basketball, but 
that preparation “developed a passion for com-
peting and striving to get better each year in the 
distance events.”

Olsen has had only one year of experience 
running track, but her nominator noted that she 
“shows great effort both at the track and during 
the workouts and offseason.”

Olsen has received several academic athletic 
awards for basketball, including MVP, all tour-
nament team, all conference team and passion 

award. She also finished in the top 14 at the sec-
tional qualifiers for the state cross country meet. 

Olsen “has been diligent in her training over 
the years,” her nominator stated. “She is willing 
to do the longer runs because she has been put-
ting in the miles to have her base built up by the 
time she gets to the track season. She is consis-
tent in her performance on the track as well as 
in the classroom. She is highly dependable in all 
areas.”

That has led Olsen to star in three sports and 
she is college-bound. 

Outside of athletics, Olsen has received several 
academic awards, including math award for two 
years, science fair champion, school spirit award 
and selected for and placed in Math Fest. 

She has been on the A honor roll every year in 

high school. 
When not in school or playing sports, Olsen 

volunteers regularly at her church on the set-up 
team, in children’s ministry, as video tech and in 
youth group. 

She has also taken part in charitable endeav-
ors including with Grace and Mercy Ministries, 
Dominion Senior Living Center and Children’s 
Advocacy Center. She also has served as the 
fundraising officer for a toy drive for children at 
the hospital and participated in school grounds 
cleanup. 

In all, she has logged more than 100 hours of 
volunteer hours since her freshman year. 

In school, she serves as the CEO of two school 
businesses and held the lead role in the school 
drama, as well as being a club officer.

Sarah Olsen

Christ’s Legacy Academy
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Waste Connections
Volleyball Student-Athlete of the Year

Ella Kate Scott’s performance on the court 
helped her team reach the state tournament and 
garnered her the Best of Preps award in volleyball.

The Meigs County High School senior served 
primarily as the middle hitter for the Lady Tigers 
last year and her nominator said she was indis-
pensable to the team’s success. 

“She was a remarkable player for our team,” her 
nominator said. “Without her contributions, the 
team would not have advanced through the post-
season tournaments or earned a berth in the state 
tournament.”

Her nominator added that Scott “excels in the 
classroom and works as an assistant in our school 
office. She is always professional, courteous and 

full of positive energy. Her enthusiasm and love of 
life is contagious. She is a multi-sport athlete who 
represents our school with pride.”

During her high school tenure, Scott has played 
both volleyball and softball, leading to various 
awards including a state championship title in 
softball, the all-district team in volleyball, the 
all-region MVP in volleyball and being selected by 
the Lady’s Auxiliary to attend Volunteer Girls State. 

Outside of sports and academics, Scott has 
engaged in various types of community service, 
including at food banks, churches and schools. 

She has been a counselor at a local church’s 
summer camp for two years where she provides 
for those in need by serving food, entertaining and 

spreading the word of God. She has also served 
as a teacher’s aid at a local elementary school and 
taught students math, reading and spelling. 

She is also a part of a number of clubs and 
organizations in the school, including Spanish 
Club, Student Council and Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 

“The student-athlete has overcome many 
obstacles to achieve her level of success,” her 
nominator noted. “Negativity is something that 
never is a hindrance to this particular athlete. 
The student-athlete overcomes any type of chal-
lenge by always remaining optimistic, humble 
and considerate towards other people around 
her.”
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Wrestling Student-Athlete of the Year

Dedication and hard work paid off with a state 
medal and the Best of Preps award in wrestling for 
Kyle Cooley. 

The McMinn County High School junior 
earned a medal this past season in the 170-pound 
weight class at the Class AAA Wrestling State 

Championships with his fifth-place finish in 
March. 

It was MCHS’ first TSSAA state medal since 2000. 
According to his nominator, Cooley “has worked 

hard, both on and off the mat” and “is a leader and 
inspires teammates” who also “treats teammates 

equally and with respect.”
An honors student, Cooley finished first in the 

region meet and fifth in the state meet. 
His nominator also noted that Cooley “spent a 

lot of time, both on and off the mat, getting better – 
it paid off.”



Hayden Frank

McMinn County
High School
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Best Male Student-Athlete of the Year

Hayden Frank has been named the 2021 Best 
of Preps overall Best Male Student-Athlete of the 
Year. 

A senior at McMinn County High School, he is 
the son of Mike and Stephanie Frank of Riceville.

Frank is a standout on the Cherokees basketball 
team and has a grade point average of 3.96 and a 
weighted GPA of 4.06.

According to Frank’s nominator, he “is a Best 
of Preps nominee because of his maturity, leader-
ship, character and overall excellence.

“There is nothing this young man does not 
attack with 100% effort,” his nominator contin-
ued. “This is evidenced by his excellence in the 
classroom and athletic fields. What these numbers 
and awards don’t tell is the character and caring 
he shows every day. He is a take-charge leader in 
all he does, but does it by inspiring his teammates 

and setting a high standard to follow, but at the 
same time, always has a hand, a word of encour-
agement, or just makes time to help his team-
mates and classmates around him.”

Frank’s nominator called him “one of the most 
respected students in our school by both students 
and faculty alike.”

Frank was named to the top 10% of his senior 
class, earned the A Honor Roll, has been named 
to the All-District 5-AAA and All-District 5-AAA 
Tournament teams, won MVP, Best Offense 
and Most Rebounds in 2021, Most Improved in 
2020, was a permanent team captain in 2021, 
and earned a baseball scholarship to Lipscomb 
University.

Frank volunteered to be part of a disaster relief 
tornado cleanup over a two-week period. He is a 
member of FCA and DECA Club and is an active 

member of Central Baptist Church and its youth 
group. 

He attended Total Life Encounter for four years, 
instructed Vacation Bible School for four years, 
was a counselor for four years during the summer 
at Camp Cherokee and participated in the Athens 
Friendly Fellow Food Drive for four years. He has 
also volunteered for various clean-up and service 
projects around the school, CarrieOn Field Day, 
Sparkle Days, etc.

Frank’s nominator noted all he has overcome 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. He is a two-sport 
athlete in baseball and basketball and also found 
ways to contribute to his school and community.

“I personally think it shows a great amount of 
dedication, caring and time management skills to 
do all these things while in the midst of a pandem-
ic the past 12 months,” stated Frank’s nominator.



Nevaeh Morris

McMinn County
High School
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Best Female Student-Athlete of the Year

Jayden Nevaeh Morris has been named the 2021 
Best of Preps overall Best Female Student Athlete 
of the Year. 

A senior at McMinn County High School, she 
is the daughter of Kimberly and Dexter Morris of 
Riceville.

Morris is a standout on the Cherokees’ cheer-
leading squad and has a grade point average of 4.0 
and a weighted GPA of 4.28.

According to Morris’ nominator, she is being 
recognized for “her athletic ability, leadership 
skills and determination to build the team for suc-

cess.”
Morris has been a member of the varsity cheer-

leading team for three years. She served as captain 
of the cheer squad her senior year. 

She was responsible for choreographing rou-
tines, planning practices, ensuring team moral 
stayed high and organizing uniform schedules. 

“She did all this exceptionally well, while main-
taining a job and excelling in school,” said her 
nominator. “She is not the type of leader who dic-
tates, but rather, she leads by example.”

Morris volunteered last spring during the pan-

demic at Ingleside School packing and delivering 
meals to the community. She is a member of 
Mu Alpha Theta, FCA, FCCLA, National Honors 
Society, J-Teens, Life Skills and FCCLA.

She has dual enrollment for Middle Tennessee 
State University and was voted Best Dressed 
by her senior class. She was named Southeast 
Student of the Month for February.

“COVID caused our seniors to have an unfor-
tunate year, however, you will never hear this 
student complain or use it as an excuse,” stated 
Morris’ nominator.



Brady Adams

McMinn County
High School
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Community Excellence Award

To say Brady Adams is a good swimmer is a 
massive understatement. 

But to be as good as he is and still be as 
well-rounded as he is in all aspects of life is the 
remarkable thing about the McMinn County 
High School senior.

It has also led to him being awarded the Best 
of Preps award for Community Excellence. 

Adams is or has been a member of the high 
school swim team, the Sea Dragons Swim Team, 
the McCallie Swim team, McMinn soccer team, 
McMinn cross country team, Waterdogs swim 
team, the Outdoor Club and Mu Alpha Theta. He 
is a two-time swim team captain and the 2019-

2020 swim team MVP.
“This swimmer is an outstanding leader in 

and out of the pool,” his nominator said. “He 
excels in the people, the classroom, various 
extracurricular activities and has a long history 
of service in the community. He has dedicated 
the majority of his young life to the sport and 
has a long list of swimming achievements over 
the years.”

Adams was the winner of the 2019 Athens-
McMinn Family YMCA Youth of the Year Award.

Adams has also been part of numerous youth 
groups, a bible study group, Animal Aid and 
other charitable and community groups.

Despite that, he has excelled in the classroom 
where he has been in the Honor Roll, in the top 
10% of his class and a member of the National 
Honor Society. 

Adams sports a 4.0 GPA (4.18 weighted GPA).
“This swimmer has juggled a tremendous 

amount in his senior year,” his nominator said. 
“The year was already a challenge due to COVID 
and he has managed to thrive in school, sports 
and community service, all while managing a 
demanding part-time job at the Athens-McMinn 
Family YMCA. This swimmer has a great atti-
tude, drive and motivation, and an incredibly 
bright future.”



Gabe Kovach

McMinn County
High School
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Academic Achievement Award

A couple of lost seasons due to a medical issue 
and COVID-19 didn’t stop Gabe Kovach from earn-
ing the Best of Preps award in boys’ soccer. 

The McMinn County High School senior missed 
his sophomore year of soccer due to brain surgery 
to deal with a birth defect and then his junior year 
was cut short due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, he overcame those obstacles to excel his 
senior season. 

“This student has persevered through major 

medical issues to be one of the team captains,” 
his nominator said. “His unwavering dedication 
to soccer and to get the most from his talents and 
abilities has served as an inspiration to the entire 
team.”

Outside of sports, Kovach has earned a 4.0 
or better grade point average all three years in 
high school, was top 10% of his class his fresh-
man and sophomore years, won second place in 
the Optimist Club’s essay contest his freshman 

year, was the STEM Fair high school and coun-
ty-wide winner, earned a 2020 Best of Preps award 
and was named the Elks Teen of the Month for 
September in his senior year. 

His charitable acts include packing Christmas 
boxes with the Friendly Fellow Club and keeping 
nursery at his home church. He is also a member 
of Mu Alpha Theta and National Honors Society. 

“This student-athlete is very community mind-
ed,” his nominator noted.



Gracelyn Smith

McMinn Central
High School
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The Daily Post-Athenian
Comeback Player Award

A love for sports aided McMinn Central High 
School’s Gracelyn Smith’s return from a major 
knee issue and led to her becoming the 2021 
Best of Preps Comeback Player of the Year. 

Smith, a junior, had reconstructive surgery 
on her leg her freshman year that stemmed 
from pain she had been experiencing for several 
years. 

Smith began having severe knee pain around 
age seven and reportedly struggled to find the 

root cause of it. 
Meanwhile, she continued playing both bas-

ketball and soccer until her orthopedic doctors 
in 2018 found that, genetically, the bones in her 
legs were not aligned correctly. 

In order to correct the issue, Smith would 
need to have surgery on her leg.  

She decided to have the surgery in July of 
2018, but complications with the incision after 
surgery led to a second procedure a few months 

later. 
The wound did not immediately heal properly 

and more complications arose, so she eventually 
needed a third surgery to correct the issue. 

She was finally able to return to the soccer 
pitch this year as a junior and played significant 
minutes for the Chargerettes after missing her 
freshman and sophomore years. 

“With lots of prayers and physical therapy, 
I’m able to play the sports I love,” she said.



Jason Powell

Meigs County
High School
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Clayton Homes of Athens
Coach of the Year

Meigs County Coach Jason Powell has been 
named the Best of Preps Coach of the Year in 
his final season before retirement.

The Lady Tigers went 21-5 in the 2020-
2021 season and reached the Class AA State 
Quarterfinal with Powell at the helm. The 

Lady Tigers went a perfect 10-0 in District 
5-AA.

Among the bigger wins for Powell and the 
Lady Tigers were a season sweep of rivals 
McMinn Central, including wins in the dis-
trict and region tournaments, and a Class AA 

Sectional win over York Institute.
Powell also guided Meigs’ individual play-

ers as all five starters signed college scholar-
ships, with four players going to Tennessee 
Wesleyan University and one to Bryan 
College.
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Spend Your Money 
Enjoying Life 
Instead of on High Utility Bills

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN 
SAVE THOUSANDS WITH

Clayton Homes of Athens
2104 S. Congress Pkwy.

Athens, TN 37303

Call or Visit Us Today: 
423-745-4752

www.NewClayton.com
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206 W. Washington Avenue • Athens • 423-745-5664
www.dailypostathenian.com

Congratulations
to all 2021

Best of Preps Student-Athletes!
We Proudly Support Our Schools, Community,

Businesses & Industries!
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